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 Neighborhood Leaders Join Mayor Coleman, City Councilmember Paley, ODOT  
 and MORPC To Celebrate Rich Street Bridge Reconnecting Franklinton 
 
Franklinton neighborhood leaders joined Mayor Michael B. Coleman, City Councilmember Eileen Y. Paley 
and Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director Deputy Ferzan Ahmed to celebrate the opening of 
the Rich Street Bridge that reconnects Franklinton to downtown. 
 
“In this our city’s bicentennial year, we are reconnecting Columbus’ very first neighborhood with 
our Downtown,” Mayor Coleman said.  “The opening of the Rich Street Bridge will help create and 
retain jobs while revitalizing Franklinton.” 
 
The project includes improvements to West Bank Park and other areas on the west side of the Scioto River, 
making the area more pedestrian and bicycle friendly and better enable it to host festivals during the spring 
and summer. 
 
“The Rich Street bridge is the final connector between Franklinton and downtown Columbus,” said 
Matthew Egner, chair of the Franklinton Area Commission.   “It was only a few years ago that the 
West Broad Street bridge was the only direct path for pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  With the 
recent opening of the Main Street Bridge, we knew our future was taking shape.”   
 
“This new bridge finally reconnects Franklinton to downtown Columbus and the fantastic Scioto 
Mile,” said Franklinton Development Association Executive Director Jim Sweeney.  “We are on our 
way to return this neighborhood to greatness.”  
 
West Bank Park improvements include new bike paths, lighting and landscaping.  Washington Boulevard 
between Rich and Town streets has been resurfaced and new sidewalks, curbs and street lighting were 
added. 
 
“The Rich Street Bridge project will add to the increasing momentum of development we are seeing 
in East Franklinton and the rest of that community,” said Councilmember Eileen Y. Paley, chair of 
the Public Service and Transportation Committee.  “For the first time in many years, businesses are 
returning to Franklinton and this bridge will help connect people to cultural and social experiences 
like never before.” 
 
Rich Street Bridge construction was managed by ODOT. 
 
“This project is a perfect example of ODOT’s values and goals,” said Ferzan M. Ahmed, District 6 
Deputy Director.  “We support transportation opportunities which promote Ohio’s economy, foster 
economic development and enhance the quality of life while improving travel. The Rich street 
Bridge does all of that.” 
 
 
 
 



The Rich Street Bridge project was built with multiple funding sources, including $3.2 million in federal 
earmarks, nearly $2.1 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 dollars and $4.24 million 
in Ohio Public Works Commission funding. 
 
“MORPC is pleased to have been a part of this long awaited project which completes this final 
reconnection across the Scioto River restoring the full capacity and connectivity of the 
transportation system in this area that has been absent for a decade,” said Robert Lawler, MORPC’s 
Interim Executive Director.” 
 
Ground was broken for Rich Street Bridge construction in March 2010.  It replaces the old Town Street 
Bridge that was demolished in 2009. 
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     Rich Street Bridge Area Improvements - Fact Sheet 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bridge Facts 
Length = 568 feet  
Width = 37 feet 
Sidewalks = 10 feet wide both sides of roadway 
 
Unique Design: Ribbon arch below deck that is not only 
aesthetically pleasing, but structurally more sound since the 
concrete arches contain strands of steel  
Special Features:  Structure will be wired for sidewalk 
festivals. 
Started: March 2010  
History:   Town Street Bridge was demolished beginning 
March 2009.  
 
Additional Project Details
Rebuild and Improve West Bank Park 

 New bike paths 
 New street lighting 
 New landscaping 
 New retaining walls 

Improve Washington Boulevard  
Between Rich and Town streets 
 Resurfacing and striping 
 New sidewalks and curbs 
 New street lights 
 New signage 

 
 
 
 

2
nd

 Street improvements 
Between West Rich and Mound streets 
 Convert from one-way to two-way traffic 
 Resurfacing and striping 
 Brick sidewalks with Green bioretention planters 
 Granite curbs 
 Bike routes with bike racks 
 Upgrade existing water and combined sewer lines 
 New water main line 
 New storm sewers 
 New electric lines 
 Traffic signal upgrades 
 Metal benches 
 Trash containers 
 Landscaping

  

Project Funding  
Breakdown by agency 

 ODOT: $15,510,991.75 

 Federal Earmarks:  $3,216,443.00 

 Ohio Public Works Commission: $4,240,181.25 

 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (2009): 
$2,061,717.00 

 AEP: $6,540.00 

 City of Columbus (Construction): $141,000.00 

 City of Columbus (Design):  $5,355,736.00 

 Total Funding:  $30,532,599 
 
Breakdown by category 

 Construction of Bridge, West Bank Park, and Second Street : 
$21,604,443.56 

 Design Cost (redesign, environmental and construction 
services): $6,227,600.00 

 Inspection Cost (estimated at 10%): $2,700,555.44 

 Total Project Cost: $30,532.599  
 

Demolition of Town Street Bridge 
Costs: $805,280.96 (Funded by City of Columbus) 


